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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research was to investigated the relationship among basic conditioning factors,
health status, attitude and medication use behaviors of the elderly with chronic disease In Nongtaguay village,
Nongphai Sub-district, Mueang District, Udonthani province. A purposive sample was 87 elderly with chronic
diseases and attended chronic disease clinic. The research questionnaire was approved by 3 experts, IOC=.6 and
test reliability of questionnaire by Cronbach' alpha co-efficient=.89. Descriptive statistic, Chi-Square and Pearson
coefficient correlation were used to analyze the data.

Results indicated that the average age was 65 years old. The majority was female, married, employed and
having elementary education. Most of the health conditions were Diabetic Mellitus, followed by Hypertension and
musculoskeletal disease. All of the sample used modern medicine to treat their chronic illnesses, together with
using herb traditional medicine (11.5%). For attitude about using medicine, the appropriated attitude was at a
moderate level (51.7%) and the average attitude was at a moderate level (X=2.71, S.D.=1.44) For medication
used behaviors, the appropriated behaviors was also at a moderate level (52.8%). The aspect with the highest
score was medicine keeping (74.6%) and the lowest score was medicine seeking (66%). The overall medication
used behaviors showed a moderate level of behavior (X=3.28, S.D.=0.72). Being employed and attitude related
to medication used correlated with medication used behavior of the elderly with statistical significance (p < 0.05,

r=.238)

Keywords: health status, attitude toward medication use, Medication Use Behaviors, elderly, chronic disease
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